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twenty-three, 011 the data and material available in 
the report filed with the Superintendent of Public In
struction on August first, one thousand nine hundred 
and twenty-two.] 'fhe true valuation of each school 
district for the two fiscal years beginning on June 
first, one thousand nine hundred andl twenty-five, and 
ending May thirty-first, one thousand nine hundred 
andl twenty-seven, and for each biennium thereafter, 
shall be determined "during the month of October, one 
thousand nine hundred and twenty-four, andJ in the 
month of October of every second year hereafter. The 
State Council of Education is hereby given full power 
and authority to make such investigations, to take 
such action, andJ to institute such proceedings, as may 
be necessary to determine any of the questions that 
may be raised in the determination and adjustment of 
the aforesaid tr'ne valuations, and the ·dlecisions which 
such council reaches in such questions shall be final 
and conclusive. 

APPROVED-The 27th day of April, A. D. 19i27. 

JOHN S. FISHER 

No. 254 

AN ACT 

Empowering the Department of Highways to acquire certain 
toll bridges within the Commonwealth; providing the procedure 
th0refor; providing for the reimbursement of the Common
wealth from 'tolls and charges; and making an appropriation. 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That the word 
"bridge,'' as used in this act, shall mean any bridge 
whereon toll is charged, and, being a part of the route 
of a State highway, or connecting two State highways, 
or a State highway and a street in any city, borough, 
or town, and shall include the actual bridge, the ap
proaches thereto, andJ all real and personal property, 
including the franchise, belonging to the owner or 
owners of such bridge and used in the operation and 
maintenance of the same. 

Section 2. The Secretary of Highways is hereby 
authorized to acquire, on behalf of the Commonwealth, 
toll bridges, as dlefined in this act, within the State of 
Pennsylvania: Provided, That no bridge shall be ac
quired under the provisions of this act, until road bondJ 
-funds authorized by a Constitutional amendment shall 
become available to the Department of Highways for 
the improving and rebuildJing of the highways of the 
Common wealth. 

'l'he acquisition of said toll bridges may be either 
by purchase or by condemnation proceedings, as the 
Secretary of·Highways may deem expedient. The cost 
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LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA, 

of acquiring saidl bridges shall be paid by the Com
monwealth, from moneys in the Motor License Fund, 
and for such purposes the moneys in such Motor Li
cense Fund are hereby specifically appropriated. 

Section 3. The Secretary of Highways shall, when
ever he determines to acquire any such :bridge, ascer
tain or estimate the value thereof, and shall, in writ
ing, give notice of such valuation to the owner or own
ers thereof. Such notice shall contain an offer to pur
chase such bridge at the valuation madle by the Secre
tary of Highways. 

Section 4.. In the event that the owner or owners 
of any such bridge refuse or neglect to accept such 
offer, application shall be made, by the Attorney Gen
eral, or by the owner or owners of any such bridge, 
to the court of common pleas of the county in which 
such bridge is located, or, in the case of a bridge on 
the boundary line between two or more counties, then 
in any of such counties, for the appointment of view
<>rs. ·whereupon said court or any law judge thereof 
shall appoint three discreet and disinterested free
holders to view such bridge and estimate the value 
thereof. None of said freeholders shall be a resident 
of the county wherein such application shall be made. 
The said court shall fix a time, not less than twenty 

·nor more than thirty days thereafter, when said view
ers sha1U meet upon the property and view the same. 
The said viewers shall cause at least ten days' per
sonal notice of the time and place of such first meet
ing to be given to the Attorney General and to the 
owner or owners of such bridge, if resident within 
said county. If said owner is a corporation, such 
notice shall be given to the president, secretary, or 
trcn1'nrcr thel'cof, if snch officer resides within said 
county. If neither said owner nor any of said officers 
reside within said county, or cannot be found therein, 
notice of such first meeting shall be given as said 
court may direct. 

Section 5. The said viewers, having been dnly 
sworn or affi.rmed faithfully and impartially to per
form the duties required of them under the provisions 
of this act, shall, at the tim_e fixed for said first meet
ing, proceed to ascertain as accurately as may he the 
vailue ·of such bridge, and, . to that end, may require 
the attendance of any person whose testimony may 
be pertinent thereto, and the production of any such 
books and papers as said viewers may deem necessary. 
If any person shall refuse to appear and testify before_ 
such viewers, or refuse to produce such hooks and 
papers when thereto reqnired, lhe said conrt, or any 
jndge thereof, shall, npon application of said viewers 
or a qnorum thereof, make such orrler therein as may 
be necessary. 
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Section 6. vVhenever said viewers shall have as
certained the value of said bridge, they shall prepare 
a full report of their labors. Said report shall in
clude a plan showing the location of said bridge. Upon 
the completion of said report the viewers shall fix 
a time when they shall meet and exhibit same. Ten 
days' written notice of the time and place of such 
meeting shahl be given to the Secretary of Highways, 
to the Attorney General and to the owner or owners 
of said bridg,.e. At the time and place mentioned in 
such notice, the said viewers shall meet and publicly 
exhibit said report and hear all exceptions thereto. 
After making any changes in such report as they may 
deem necessary the same shall be filed in said court. 

Section 7. Within thirty days after the filing of 
said report in said court, the Commonwealth of Penn
sylvania or any person intel'ested may file exceptions 
thereto, whereupon said court may confirm said re
port absolutely, or modify it, or i·efer it back to the 
same or to new viewers with like powers and duties 
as the former viewers. 

'Vithin thirty days after final action on said report 
by the court, the Commonwealth of Pennsyilvania or 
any person interested may demand a trial by jury. 

From the action of the court on exceptions, or from 
any judgment after a jury trial, an appeal may be 
taken by either party to the Supreme or Superior 
Court. 

Section S. The cost of said condemnation proceed
ings, including the court costs, compensation of view
ers, and the advertising herein required, shall be paid 
by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. Each of said 
viewers shaJll receive a sum not exceeding ten dollars 
($10.00) for each day actually and necessarily em
ployed in the performance of the duties herein pre
scribed. 

Section 9. As soon as the Secretary of Highways 
and said owners shall have agreed upon the price of 
any snch bridge, or as soon as the Secretary of High
ways shall have determined to acquire any such bridge 
by condemnation proceedings, the Secretary of High
ways, if funds sufficient for the purchase of the bridge 
are available, shall at once take possession of such 
bridge in the name of the Commonwealth of Pennsyl
vania. 

Section 10. Until the amount of such purchase 
price is paid to the owner or owners of such bridge, 
interest shall be paid' thereon at the rate of six per 
centum. Interest at the s•ame rate shall be paid om 
any award or verdict under condemnation proceed
ings, from the time of taking such bridge until the 
termination of such proceedings by final decree of 
said court, or of finrul decree on an appeal to the 
Supreme or Superior Court if any be taken. 
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Section 11. .The Secretary of Highways, upon ac
quiring any such toll bridge, is hereby directed to 
continue the collection of tolls and charges on such 
bridge until the Oommonweal'th has been reimbursed 
to the fu11 extent of the cost of acquiring such bridge 
with interest thereon at the rate of four per centum. 
The tolls and charges collected on any such bridge 
shall also be used for the repair and maintenance of 
said bridge, .until such time as said bridge shall be 
freed as hereinafter provided. All tolls and charges 
collected by the Secretary of Highways shall be paid 
into the Motor License Fund. 

'Vhenever the tolls collected shall have become suf
ficient to pay the cost of acquiring any such bridge 
with interest thereon as aforesaid, then such bridge 
shall become, and -be thereafter, a free bridge, and 
such bridge shall thereafter remain in the charge and 
be under the control of the Depar-tment of Highways, 
and shall be thereafter maintained and kept in re
p<.!i rand he rebuilt, if destroyed, by the Commonwealth; 
but the Department of Highways may continue to 
charge tolls or require payments from public service 
corporations using any such bridge. The cost of 
such maintenance and repair of said bridge, after the 
same has been freed, shall be paid out of moneys 
appropriated to the Department of Highways for the 
construction, reconstruction, and improvement of 
State highways, and for such purposes, all moneys in 
the treasury of the Commonwealth appropriated for 
State highway purposes are hereby i3Pecifically reap
propriated. 

Section 12. All acts or parts of acts inconsistent' 
with this act are hereby repealed. 

APPROVED-The 27th day of April, A. D. 1927. 

No. 255 

AN ACT 

JOHN S. FISHER 

To nmend Etubsections fourth and fifth of :>ection one of the 
act, approved the ninth day of July, one :thousand nine hun
dred and one (Pamphlet Laws, six hundred and fourteen), en
titled ;<An act relating to the service of certain process in 
actions at law, and the effect thereof, and providing who shall 
be made parties to certain writs," by permitting issuance of 
writs against foreign insurance companies, or other foreign cor
porntions, out of anv .cotmty of the Commonwealth of Pennsyl
vania, by a citizen or corporation of Pennsylvania, without 
regard to the place in which the insurance was effected, residence 
of the insured person at time of his death, the location of the 
insured property or the county in which the cause of action 
arose. 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That subsections 
fourth and fifth, of section one, of the act,. approved 
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